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Synopsis

Maddy’s life couldn’t get much worse. Her parents split and now she’s stuck in a small town and at a
new school. Most of the time, she retreats into her manga art, but when she gets into the Fields of
Fantasy online computer game, she knows she’s found the one place she can be herself. In the
game world, Maddy can be the beautiful and magical Allora and have a virtually perfect life. And she
even finds a little romance. But can Maddy escape her real-life problems altogether, or will she have

to find a way to make her real world just as amazing as her virtual one?
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Customer Reviews

Grade 7A¢a -4 ce10A¢a -4 ‘Maddy feels as though her life just keeps getting worse and worse.
Because her parents have divorced, she has had to leave her friends in Boston and move with her
mother and younger sister to live with Grandma in New Hampshire. She has developed a mad
crush on handsome, unattainable Chad, whose friends refer to her as Freak Girl. Maddy’s only
consolations are her beloved manga drawings and the online game Fields of Fantasy, which her
father gave her for her birthday. As Maddy becomes more involved with the game, she creates a
new identity for herself as a magical Elfin maiden named Allora, and meets the handsome knight Sir

Leo online. Eventually Maddy realizes that she cannot continue to use gaming as a refuge from her



real-life problems, and she finds the courage to confront both the clique at her school and her
neglectful father. And even more importantly, she begins reaching out to potential friends by starting
a manga club and entering Gamer Girl in a prestigious writing contest. This is a fun, quick but
predictable story. Readers will guess the identity of Sir Leo long before Maddy does, and her
grandmother is stereotypically fussy and interfering. However, the manga and gaming themes will
appeal to many teen girls, including reluctant readers.A¢a —a *Kathleen E. Gruver, Burlington
County Library, Westampton, NJ Copyright A A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed

Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

After her parentsA¢a -a,¢ divorce, Maddy has to leave her ultra-hip Boston life for a New
Hampshire suburb, where she, her mother, and her sister stay with Grandma. Not only does Maddy
have to deal with missing her friends and father, but Grandma ruins her first day at school by
insisting she wear a unicorn sweatshirt and then by embarrassing a popular boy with stories of his
childhood bed-wetting. Bullied by the in-crowd (A¢a -A“the HatersA¢a -As), crushing on the wrong
guy, and stuck with the nickname Freak Girl, Maddy escapes into her drawing and the online game
Fields of Fantasy, where she can vanquish enemies and make friends far easier than at school.
After encouragement from a sympathetic teacher, Maddy makes friends by starting a manga club.
But just when things are improving, the Haters strike again. Mancusi believably captures the hopes,
disappointments, and awkwardness of high school life. While the trendy elements may eventually
become dated, the story of a girl finding her inner strength will always resonate. Grades 6-10.

--Krista Hutley --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

| got this because IAfA¢A & -A &,¢ve read other books by Mancusi and | love her writing style. |
jumped at the chance to pick it up when | found it at a library to buy. ItAfA¢A a -A a,¢s about a
high school girl named Maddy who writes manga to escape reality. Then she receives a game
called Fields of Fantasy for her birthday. She turns into Allora a strong elfin princess and everything
she wants to be in the gaming world. It shows how immersive video games can be, and how they
can take over and collide with real life. They can be used to escape reality just like books, and
drawing manga which allows her to escape the real world and live in a fantasy world. | loved how it
included online chatting in the book too. | enjoyed seeing her get lost in the gaming world. The book
realistically portrays what itAfA¢A & -A &,¢s like going through a divorce when the relationships
between parents donAfA¢A & -A 4,¢t work out. It showed the harsh reality of going to a new

school and making friends. It shows the struggle of how a bad first day can make a lasting



impression and the struggle of fitting in. | love how Maddy calls the gang of bullies Haters since it
reminded me of when | went to high school. | like how it turns around for her after she forms her
own manga club, and then finds a group of friends with common interest. It showed how a crush not
turning out the way she wanted to was the end of the world. It is a young adult book, and the writing
is simple which is good for a book like this. | loved the twist and turns the story took. It showed the
consequences of bullying . It was a good read and | kept turning the pages to see what happened
next. It showed what friendships and relationships are all about since it made me laugh and cry at
times when she went through certain experiences in the book. It made the story relatable. | loved
the mix of manga and video games in the story. | definitely recommend this to friends since it is a

good story to get into. | enjoyed reading it, and itAfA¢A & -A &,¢s definitely a reread for me.

This book is a quick read, it's one of those books you read if your in the mood for something cute
and light. It's always nice to see a main character with a nerdy side, whether it be reading manga or
watching anime, writing fan fiction, playing video games, or being obsessed with books and movies.
There needs to be more books with these type of characters in them, in my opinion. | liked the
writing style of this book, as well as the characters. At some points, the plot was predictable, but all
and all | enjoyed this book. I've never read a book that involves video games and virtual reality
before, so it was a nice change. The book had it's cute romantic moments, which | enjoyed. It wasn’t
forced, or over the top, like a few other books I've read. The world building was really neat, and |

wish the game existed in real life, | can totally see myself playing it.

| thought it showed the heart of a true girl and that's something that | love in books. It shows the

confidence of a normal gamer girl truly

Gamer Girl is a young adult novel by Author Mari Mancusi with video game/virtual reality themes
interwoven with the intricacies and drama of high school life.Maddy has just moved in with her
grandmother after her parents divorce. She misses her friends, her old school, her old life.
Depressed and angry at the world, things are only made worse on her first day of school when her
grandmother manages to embarrass her in front of the entire school - the popular kids in school, the
"Haters" as she calls them, painting a target on her back.Labeled as Freak Girl, Maddy attempts to
escape her horrible new life by submerging herself into the online MMO Fields of Fantasy.
Reminiscent of World of Warcraft, the game is the perfect place for Maddy to become something

else - Allora, an elfin princess with magical powers. While playing online, she meets another player



named SirLeo. She and SirLeo quickly become close, even closer than she could have ever
expected. When the online crush starts to affect her real life, Maddy scrambles to keep things from
falling apart around her.As a male gamer, it was interesting to read a novel that details what it’s like
from the other perspective. To see through this girl’'s eyes was a fascinating experience for me. |
greatly enjoyed the humor throughout the novel, and the various references to comic and manga
books - of which | am a huge fan of.The only downside of this novel is that | felt Maddy’s character
was, at times, very selfish and shallow. When she thinks she’s figured out who SirLeo really is, she
gets sad that he isn’t some handsome knight. It's a little vain, in my opinion. Especially since it was
based solely on how he looked rather than his personality. She constantly says how nice the boy is,
but that she doesn’t feel the spark with him. It was a little maddening.Other than that, the novel was
written expertly, painting a terrific picture of Maddy’s life and all the hardships she faces. I'd
recommend this to any fellow gamers looking for a good read about online gaming romance and

how it can seep into real life.

| loved this tale. The unique story line, special characters who touch your heart, and problems we all
can relate too. As an aspiring author, this inspires me in so many ways!
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